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We vigited the Bayliner stand at the Chicage Show, introduced curselves as

the deaizners of the Buccaneer and spoke with Mr Semerville for perhaps a
quarter of an hour.

RLG opened the batting by observing that Bayliner had "popped® the Buccan-
eer, and aeking him how he justified deing so. Mr Semerville at Pfirst -

affected not te understend the guestion, saying that he didn't knew about it
and asking who exactly we were.

RIG repeated himself, adding that they had “simply stolen our design®, Mr
Somerviile wes polite and pleasant threughout, but most sbviously i1l at
eass, and kept trying te divert the conversation inte generalities -
company history, marketing welicy etc. - with remarks like "We're boat-—
builders and we bulld all seorts of boats®,

RLG continued to press the eriginal guestien, and Mr Semerville said he

had contacted the Class Assdeiation, who hed Ysuggested a mumber of things
that would improve the boat®. He had alse visited ™I and they hed told him
of other openings for improvement, he said, but did not specify what these
“r‘l

He never in any way disputed pireting the design and “popping" the mould,

When RIG put the eriginel guestion to him yet again he said: "We 2ll have te
make & living wou kmew",

RIG:  "That ie exactly what I am talking about. We too have te
make & living and you have sclen our design®.

ViiS: "Lats of peopls do it. You can leck rournd and see any num-
ber of cther compenies doing this®. _

JRM=-Ds "We know they de, bul we are surprised te see a company of
your reputation and stature deing se®,
VHS: ¥This is & matbor of attitudes to m@tMouaooos-o'

JRM-D: ®And it is precisely those attitudes that we are surprised
by".

There followed 2 series of further requests for him ts jJustify his pesit-
ion, met with further evasions and suggestions that there waz "no peint
talking about it". RIG seid "This is getting te be rather like & snake



fro
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.+seating its own tail" and pointed out that if everybody pirated designs
and nobody paid for them the industry weuld lese much of ite impetus for

Progress.

Ypr Semerville then excused himself, saying that he really had te talk te
his dealers, and that he was there to sell things. He suggested we
visit him in his Seattle office after the Show, when he “would be glad to

answer any questions we hadV,

Ezgept perhaps the original one.

This account of the discussion was co

best of our recellection.

mpiled immediately thereafter and to the
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