Jet Lag

This is a picture of my boat sailing in the 2008 Mutineer National Championship held at
Union Sailing Club in Colorado. We ended up in third place after some very close racing.
The boat is rigged for racing and has never finished worse than third, I must also add that
it has never won the national championship either, but that is not the boats fault. This is
actually my fifth Mutineer and it has benefited form lessons learned in rigging upgrades
learned along the way. It is also, by far, my favorite boat.
The sails in the picture are my racing sails and they are in excellent shape. They are 4
years old but they are only used in major regattas, so they have only been used about 10
times due to my reduced racing scheduled over the past couple of years. They are always
stored indoors rolled in their bags.
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The picture above is of me single-handing at a regatta in Austin. You will notice that here
I have my colors flying. This is the original set of sails that I have had re-cut and loosefooted. The loose-foot is allowed by the MCA on older sails but not on new ones.

This is the bottom of the hull. It is very clean and smooth. I like to sand the bottom with
600 grit wet-dry sandpaper before any regatta. It does have a few scratches from the years
of use but nothing bad. As you can see it only has one bailer. I have always intended to
add a second one on the other side but I just never got around to it. On the other side of
the boat the deck and cockpit have the standard crazing found on an older boat but
nothing that would compromise the structural integrity of the boat.
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Now for the rigging:

This is a picture of the cockpit. I like it because it is nice, clean and uncluttered; not a lot
of lines to get tangled in.

This is simply my rigging bag. All running rigging is removed after each use and stored
in the bag
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Starting from the front of the boat, this is the spinnaker snout. It is not original
equipment. I added it when I first got the boat. The rust that you see is the washers that I
used. They are not stainless steel so they have rusted. They are really not needed and I
will be removing them. Also in this photo is the lower jib furling drum. It is the original
equipment Shafer but it is in excellent shape.

Here is a picture of the twings. Some people prefer spinnaker guy hooks, but I prefer the
twings.
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This is a photo of the chain plate that shows the reinforcement. I replaced the original
bolts with larger 1/4” bolts and added the fender washers. This is a recommended
upgrade for all Mutineers, except for the new Nickel’s Mutineers.

Here is a picture of the spinnaker sheet blocks. They have been moved forward on the rail
so that it is easier for the crew to control the spinnaker, but they are still reachable for the
skipper to control if they so desire. The placement also makes it more comfortable when
you have to sit on the rail because they are placed where neither crew nor skipper need to
sit on them and still get the best weight placement on the rail.
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This is the spinnaker halyard turning block at the back of the cockpit. This was added last
year and it helps to keep the halyard in place and untangled when deploying and
retrieving the spinnaker.

Here is the jib sheet block. It is mounted on the seat so that you can get better inboard
sheeting. It does not get in the way because there is plenty of space on the bench. The
cleat is also setup so that it can be set from the opposite side of the boat. Some of the
better racers have gone to Lopez blocks here, but I see no advantage over this setup, and
most of those using the Lopez blocks are still trying to figure out the best configuration
for them. I prefer to use a continuous sheet so that it is easier to simply reach down and
grab it from either side of the boat, but you can use individual sheets if that is your
preference.

Jet Lag

These are the mainsheet blocks. You will notice that the main block is a Harken
ratcheting block. I very seldom use it in the ratcheting mode but it is nice to have in
heavier winds.

This is the spinnaker halyard block and cleat. Once the spinnaker is deployed you simply
lock it into the cleat. In the picture you can also see the centerboard cleat that is used to
lock the centerboard in place.
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Here is a picture of the boom vang. It is a 6:1 setup. That is more that necessary but I like
it.

This is a picture of the spinnaker halyard turning block. In the picture you can also see
the lower boom vang block.
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This is a picture of the inside end of the spinnaker sock. As you can see my boat has the
cuddy box that was used on the mid model Mutineers. What I did here was cut a 12”
diameter hole in the back of the box. On the snout itself I attached a tube/sock made of
waterproof sail bag material and pulled it through the hole in the box. The inside end of
the tube was trimmed to fit the hole and a 12” access port is used to hold it all in place
and make a clean transition. This is actually a new upgrade to the boat that was done to
help keep the inner hull more watertight. In the picture you can see all the way through
the sock to the opening at the snout.

This is the goose neck. This boat does not have a floating goose neck so I use a downhaul
line through a Cunningham to adjust the luff of the sail. You can see the clam cleat used
to lock the downhaul in place mounted on the side of the mast. On the opposite side of
the mast is an eye pad used to secure the other end of the downhaul line. Also in this
picture you can see the bungee cord used to keep the spinnaker pole in place. Yes, I
mount the spinnaker pole on the boom when not in use.
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Speaking of spinnaker pole storage, here is the pieces of PVC attached to either side of
the boom to hold the other end of the pole. Holders were added to both sides of the boom
so that the pole can be stored quickly on either side. The bungee at the front will
obviously work on either side also.

This is a picture of the boom with the spinnaker pole in place ready for deployment. The
spars on this boat are made by Kenyon. I like them because they are a bit more flexible
than the old Chrysler spars and therefore give you better ability to shape the sail. This is
my opinion and I am sure that there are those that would disagree with me, but I do like
them. The Kenyon spars did not work well on the Buccaneers but I think they work very
well on the Mutineer
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Here is a picture of the spinnaker and jib halyard blocks on the mast. I am not sure what
the upper block is for; it’s just there. As you can see the jib halyard is run internal on the
mast on this boat.
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This is the rig tensioner. It is used in place of a hayfield lever or magicbox. It is simply
two triple blocks with the line run through to give a 6:1 setup. The bottom block is
attached to a tang mounted low on the mast and the upper block is attached to the end of
the jib halyard. The end of the line is run through a fairlead on a clam cleat mounted on
the mast by the lower block. From there the line is lead through a fairlead on a cam cleat
mounted inside the cockpit. This second cleat is for safety purposes. Once the rig is
tensioned where you want it you simply lock it into the two cleats and go. If you want to
adjust the rig tension for any reason it is very simple to do on the fly. I have used this
setup on several of my Mutineers, even the older models that I converted from the old
tube-on-tube furling system to the wire luff furlers.
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This is just the masthead. The end of the halyard not attached to the main is run down the
side of the mast to a small hole in the deck at the foot of the mast step. From there it is
run through a turning block mounted in the cuddy at the base of the compression post.
Once the main is raised the line is secured to a horn cleat mounted on the side of the
compression post. I like this setup because the turning block aids in raising the sail and
the horn cleat in the cuddy keep the excess main halyard out of the way. There is also a
mast fly mount on the top of the mast, but I seldom use it. I prefer cassette tape attached
to the shrouds about 5 or 6 feet up from the rail.

This is the transom with the mounting hardware for the new Nickel’s rudder.
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This is the new Nickel’s rudder that I added last year. The tiller has been trimmed for
ease of movement of the skipper from side to side. It also has a brand new Forespar
adjustable hiking stick. It’s kind of hard to see in this picture but it has brand new uphaul
and downhaul lines for the blade. It has a pin through the lower pintle to secure it in place
and I have also attached a keeper line that attaches to one of the transom loops. I don’t
want to loose this bad boy in a capsize event. The whole unit is always stored in a custom
made cushioned blade bag that my wife made for me. I am sorry, but the bag does not go
with the boat.
I hope this helps you get a better idea of the boat and how it is rigged.

